


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
Awy Kkupartial kuvestiqgator. 











HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER....HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED OS....MALACHI. 





No. 52.] 


Ausurn, Saturvay, Decemper “29; 1827. 














GOSPEL ADVOCATE. — 


“6 EARNERPLY CONTEND FOR THF FAITH.” 





A SERMON, 

Designed to exhibit the deleterious oonssquences re- 
sulting from a want of faith inthe divine promises 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Delivered at Au- 
burn, on the second Sabbath of Noy. 1827. 

Matt. X{V.31.—°O thou of little faith, wheréfore 
didst thou doubt ?” 


( concLUDED. ) 


2, Those who admit, in general terms, che authen- 

ticity of the scriptures, but deny the restitution of all 
tings. é‘ ' 
Go te the Christian world, and ask the boasted ‘ad- 
vantages of fwith,aud an answer will be returned to the 
following effect :—God, of his mere good pleasure, e- 
lected.a certain few, to everlasting glory, and reproba- 
ted the/rest to ever-enduring woe; faith makes: known 
this important truth, and is an earnest of the sinner’s 
salvation? no—his damnation; and of the salvation of 
the elect. This comprehends the sum and substance 
of the popular faith; for although some say that it is, 
and some that it is not, predicated of a foresight of faith, 
good works, or any conditions performed by the crea- 
ture, yet all agree, that this salvation is the result of 
God's predetermination. ‘This fact renders the sulva- 
tion of mankind a matter of uncertainty, inasmuch as 
no one pretends to knew who will, and who-will not be 
saved. 

But, as truth is our object, we will assume proposi- 
tions which none will deny, and draw conclusions whieh 
cannot easily be impeached. We will consider 

1. The condition of the believer of the doctrine of 
endless misery, a3 it relates to his own. salvation. 

Now, suppose that a person fully believes the doc- 
trine of election, as it is generally held by the Calvin- 
ists. This doctrine is thus expressed by Calvin himself: 
** God hath chosen a certain number of the fallen race 
of Adam in Christ, before the foundation of the world, 
unto eternal glory, according to his immutable purpose, 
and of his free grace and love, without the least fore- 
sight of faith, good works, or any conditions performed 
by the creature ; and that the rest of. mankind he was 
pleased to pass by, and ordain to dishonour and wrath 
for their sins, to the praise of his vindictive justice.” 
Suppose, now, that a sincere and honest person fully 
believes this doctrigg: Suppose, farther, that, while 
under the influence of this belief, he beholds the ap- 
proach of death; the waves of eternity are dashing 
upon his earthly tabernacle ;—I demand, will he not 
deubt his own satwation? What right has this person to 
believe that his salvation 1s secure? Will he tell me 
that his faith is the earnest of his deliverance? The 
appaling proposition stares him in the face, and like 
some grizzly ghost declares, salvation is “ without the 
least foresight of faith !”—Will he tell me that his 
works justify him? His election is “ without.the least 
foresight of works !” Will he pretend that his election 
is known to be sure? Our reply is, it is impossible ; but 
if possible, this knowledge supercedes the necessity 
of faith, Shall we yet be told, that the hopes ef this 
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‘person are predicated upon the perfections of God ? 
Our answer is, nothing. but infinite Partiality, can save 
a single soul on the plan I am now examining. For, 
if it be without any foresight of fuith or good works ; 
and, as often pretended, the worst sinners are as likely 
—nay more so—to be saved than the best moralists, 
then, I say, the man who cherishes the hope of salva- 
tion on this-foundation, rests upon ihe supposed par- 
tiality of a God. : 

Will you eli. me, brethren, that @ pérson of this de- 
scription dan refrain frou. doubting, of dwell in peace, 
or rest ia hope? Nay :—and as an evidence of this | 
refer you to the declarations of persons thus situated. 
Ask them if they have obtained a hope.—they will teil 
you “[ hopeF.have got a hope.” Ask them if they 
do not doubt, and fear, and tremble, at the prospect of 
death and eternity? Their downcast efes speak in the 
affirmative | Their language is—* O, that we had the 
faith of assurance! O that we could obtsin some in- 
controvertible evidence of our election to glory.” 

But, we mast not stop.here. The doctrine vader 
consideration. farther teaches, us, “ That though the 
death of Christ. be a most perfect, sacrifice and satis- 
faction for sins,.of infinite value, abundantly sufficient 
to expiate the sins of the whole world,—vet it was 
the will of God, that Christ, by the blood ofthe « «s, 
should etficasously redeem all those, and those only 
who were from all eternity elected to salvation, wud 
given him by apr i . , 

Now, suppose all this to be true,—sy tha . 
cause the atonement was made by To eo 
atonement was of infinite value, it should be announc- 
ed from heaven,—suppose, that the sound of salvation 
is heard as if seven thunders had uttered their voices 
—suppose, that all intelligent beings should listen to 
the angelick strains of the gospel with breathiess at- 
teution and devout gratitude;— What proportion could 
consistently, on this plae, iay aside their fears, their 
doubts, and mental pains, and entertain a well ground- 
ed hope? Adntit, that the sound of the gospel trampet 
should salute the ravished ear of one of the elect; 
would it give a certain sound ?—would he know that 
the salvation thus proclaimed was for him ? Or if the 
intelligence of salvation should be heard by one of the 
uon-elect, and be should receive it for himself, would 
he not be at last disappointed? Where, then, is the 
boasted consolation of such a doctrine: Where is any 
thing like certainty—any thing like peace—any thing 
like comfort, in all this? O, my soul! Are we bound 
to believe such sentiments, and thus trifle with the di- 
vine protestations of Jehovah? Hus he given us a re- 
ligion of uncertainties ?—» faith. of doubts ?—Is the 

gospel of Christ.a lo, here—a lo, there—a lo, no 
where !—* O, ye who believe such a doctrine, where- 
fore do ye doubt?” Has Christ died’in vain? Has Je- 
sus bled for nought? Hath God promised thing ? 

Again :—Will it be pretended that a conversion to 
such a f@ith or doctrine, can afford any assurance to 
the convert that be will.ultimately be saved? If sv, 
our reply is, that a person may be ever so effectually 
converted.to a faith of uncertainties, and he will not 
be certain of hig salvation. The system is radically 
defective in iteelf, and therefore, the more converis 
are multiplied the more the evil increases, 

Go ask your n¢ighbours, who are doomed by thei: 
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prejudices to listen to, and’believe, the doctrine of 
infiuite partiality, iftheir conversion has rendered them 
any more happy than they were before? Methinks 
they will tell you, if they speak the honest sentiments 
of their afflicted hedrts—“ Way / sinve we have been 
converted, our days have been attended with uncea- 
sing anxiety ; our pillows: have béen watered with 
tears ; and our souls have beew filled with wo!” Your 
Speaker, -brethren, is not a stranger to these things; 
he has felt the want of that hope which he now enjoys, 

But hear these believers in a cruel God—what do 
they say? “O sinner—sinner ! forsake the pleasures of 
iniquity, and travel in the thorny road to heaven !"— 
But why is the lot of the Christian so hard? Because, 
say they, we have todeny ourselves many pleasures ; 
and, were it not for the hope of finally obtaining the 
joys of heaven, we could not hold on our way! And 
besides a!l this, could the whole truth be told, it would 
appear, that their hopes of salvation rest upon a pre- 
carious foundation, and that this fact, of itself, is the 
prolifick source of untold misery. 

This will account for much of that sadiiess, sorrow, 
and anguish, which is experienced by believers in the 
doctrine which I have noticed. This, too, will inform 
us of the redson why 86 many oppose thé doctrine of 
impartial grace ‘They feel, they say, that were it not 
for the fear of hell, they weuld not be Christians ; and, 
supposing that'their religion is the only true faith ; 
and feeling it to be a burthen which they are desirous 
of flinging off, they at onee eonclude that all others 
would do the same, were they hot operated upon by 
fear. Hence arise’ a conscientious, but ill-founded 
opposition tothe truth. But if the light of heaven 
could but shine into their hearts, and the glory of the 
Lord be revealed to their understandings, they would 
no longer doubt the sure promises of God, nor distrust 
his impartiality. : 

But thus far, [ have only spoken of these doubts as 
they relate to the salvation: of the person himself; | 
now wotild call your attention, 

2. To the effect this doctrine is likely to have upon 
the feelings of the believer, as regards the happiness 
of others. ' 

All of us have had parents ; some of us have wives, 
and husbands, and'children, and ell have friends. No 
jnconsiderable portion of our happiness depends upon 
these enJearing relationships, While our parents suf- 
fer with sickness, pain or want, we intuitively sympa- 
thize with them, and eommiserate their infirmities and 
their wees. When the wile is in distress, the husband 
drinks the cup ef misery; when the husbanf lan- 

‘guishes with pain, the affectionate wife stands over 
his bed, with angelick patience, to smoothe his pillow, 
to administer the cordial of kindness, and to bless him 
with her prayers; and our children, we would not 
sive them a stone instead of bread, nor a serpent in- 
stead of a fish; but we thinke~we know, that we can- 
not be happy while they are miserable! ; 

Now, we know that these affections are so interwo- 
ven with our very being, that without them we become 
—not men, hut monsters! To say that these feelings 
are to be extinguished in heaven, is to say, that in 
order to become ‘qualified for that happy place, we 
must become demons. But! wish only to consider our 
earthly condition, at present, to see how far the doc- 
trie of partial grace tends to destroy our present hap- 

ynecss, 

. Suppose, then, that a child obtains for himself a 
comfortable hope of salvation ; but on contemplating 
the subject. he firids to his own satisfaction, that the 
parents who gave him being are out of the ark of 
safety : Now, 1 demand, can this child be happy ? Can 
he look forward with composure, into eternity, and 
anticipate with complacency the dreadful condétion of 
his father or mother in a hell of ceaseless torment ?— 
It is impossible. 


Dut. examine the case of the husband and wile.— | 


| Can a man be found so destitute of gooduess, as to re- 
joice. at the prospect of seeing, at some future day, 
the'partner of his bosom enveloped in flames of reme- 
dileeswo? Can a woman be found so unlike herself, 
that she can derive satisfaction from anticipating suck 
misery as the portion of her husband ? 

Consider the case of the Parent. O, fathers and 
mothers, think ye, that heaven would be a place of 
happiness to you, if you should there know that your 
children were in a hell of eternal pain? Could you 
see them laid in the coffin, and borne to the silent 
grave, with composure, while believing that you were 
going to heaven, and they to hell? Can you, believ- 
ing that they are totally depraved, and obnoxious to 
the wrath of God, yield them up to the cold embrace 
of death without a dumning doubt of their final salva- 
tion: 

But I will no longer distress you with so clc-: an 
application of our subject. We will removeit farther 
olf, and ask, can we be happy under the belief that 
any of our friends will be eternally lost? Nay, not so 
near. Take your worst enemy, and let me ask, can 
you be happy ia anticipating Ais eternal distress? The 
answer is No! We cannvt enjoy life, nor its blessings, 
80 Jong as any such i:leas are in our minds. 

But to these inquiries it may be replied, that our 
affections neither prove the truth, or errour of any 
opinion ; and that we must seek to know what is truth, 
rather than what we desire to have true. This | cheer- 
fully admit, but urge the circumstance of our beiter 
feelings being opposed to the doctrine of endless mise- 
ry, as an evidence that such doctrine requires us to 
doubt ; whereas, we ure commanded to indulge and 
express to God our holy desires for the salvation of all 
men, “ without wrath and without doubting.” 

If, brethren, you will take the pains io examine it, 
you will find the doctrine of endless misery a system 
of doubts from beginning to end. [t actually requires 
that we should doubt the goodness, the merey, the 
love, the impartiality, the kindness, the benevolence 
of God ; it enjoins it upon us to doubt his promises, his 
purposes, and his oath: It requires that we should 
doubt the testimony of all God’s holy prophets; it 
teaches us to douht the efficacy df Christ’s redeeming 
blood; it teaches us todoubt the testimony of the .apes- 
tles—to doubt the impulses of our afiections—to doubt 
the evidence of our senses—to doubt the accuracy of 
our candid jadgment—to doubt the salvation of our- 











selves, of our parents, our wives, our husbands, our 
children—to doubt the salvution of aworld! “ O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?” 

Now, brethren, this doctrine of doubts and feays, is 
said to possess all that can comfort us here, or make us 
happy hereafter, and to be founded upoa the immuta- 
ble perfections of God, Rut, did God send his prophets, 
his Son, and his apostles, to give inankind a religion of 
doubts and fears? No——andif | am not mistaken, the 
doctrine now under consideration is without founda- 
tion in truth. It is built upon improbabilities, cement- 
ed by discord, and upheld by weakness, Its founda- 
tion is wrath—its principal material is the wisdom of 
this world~-its builder and maker was Augustine the 
monk—it received its ornaments from the murderer of 
Servetus—it is sustained by pride and fear—it will be 
destroyed by the light of TretTu. 

But, brethren, call to mind the lovely perfections 
of God, view him as your Father, read his promises, 
contemplate his providence, learn his will, consider 
his purpose of grace;—take Christ as the pattern of 
things in the heavens, behold his examples, think of 
the covenant which God made with him, read his pre- 
cepts, hear his prayer for sinners; and then let me 
ask, * O ye of little faith, wherefore can you doubt ?” 

The doctrine of divine benevolence, is the kind lan- 
guage ofa Father to his children ! [tinspires confidence, 
and enkindles an holy and satisfactory hope! Do we 
doubt the fact that God exists? it removes aliour fears, 
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' do we distrust his goodness? it declares he is good 


to all,—do we doubt his mercy ? it tells us that his ten- 
der mercies are over al! his works,—do we distrust his 
Love ? it teaches us to love him because he first loved 
us,—do we doubt our own salvation, and that of oth- | 
ers? itslanguage is, he is the Saviour of all men } But, 
Again :—There is another class of doubters whiich I 
neglected to mention’ I allude to those, who, although 


filled with miserable beings, brought there by the in- 
fluence of a doctrine, which, while it destroys he 
creature’s confidence in God, holds eut the delusive 
hope of an escape from the consequences of crime :— 
Ina word; we behold the world a moral wilderness— 
men robbed of the proper incentives to virtuous ac- 
tions, and driven to perform acts which bear the sem- 
blance of virtue, by fear, and not by love—and the 


they are convinced in their own minds of the truth of | world filled with misery from the want of a knowledge 
the doctrine of Universal salvation from sin,doubt whe- of the truth; and the question is-—-“ who is on the 
ther it will be best to avow it before men and sustain | Lord's side?” ‘ 

it. These persons doubt for the following reasons : | Shall we, then, rise in the strength of truth and dir- 


1. Being afraid of losing their popularity, they con- 
sider it best, for the present at least, to sucrifice their 
honest opinions, rather than encounter the prejudices 


arm the monster Erreur of its power? Or shall we 
wait for others io go forward? Would itnot be well 
for each individual to say in the language of the Pro- 


of mankind. 2. They fear that the promulgation of | phet—“as for me and my house, we will serve the 
the doctrine will lead to unpleasant consequences in | Lord?” 


society, and think it better to let the people rest in ig- 
nurance than to disturb their repose. 3..There are 
others who fully believe the doctrine, and desire its 
more general prevalence, but think it best to let reli- 
gion take care of itself. These | would denominvate 
practical doubters. 

Now, we learn from the New-Testament, that the 
primit;ve christians entertained views quite different 
from any of these. Beeause Peter had been taught by 
the vision of the sheet, that all, both Jews and Gentiles 
were to be partakers of the gospel blessings, he did not 
think it best to say nothing about it :—Because Paul 
believed that God was the Saviour of all men, and that 
Christ gave himselfa ransom for all, he did not stop to 
consult popular sentiment on’'the subject. Nor did the 
eminent apostles of our Saviour think it best to let the 
peopk: remain in ignorance of these things ; neither did 
they refrain from exertion, as soon as they were instruc- 
ted in the divine truths of the gospel! 

Brethren :—Welivein aneventful age of the world; 
a period giving birtn to improvements, the magnitude 
of which astorishes credulity ilself,—shall we, as chris- 
tians, remain inactive? —Our ancestors, whose memory 
we revere, were men, and like ourselves were liable to 
err, ‘Thoy were ignorant of many improvements, the 
benefits of which we now enjoy. ‘They were in amea- 
sure ignorant of the science ofour present government— 
they had not developed the hidden mysteries of the urts 
and sciences, to the Fall extent ; they honestly believed, 
many of them, that a monarchy was preierable to a 
republick,—that without a king, a nation could not 
exist. But adversity and many trials taught them that 
man should be free, and that all are, or should be, 
‘free and equal.” 

As might have been expected, they brought along 
with them, from the land of their birth, many strange 
and absurd notions of religion, Although they had 
suffered persecution for conscience’ sake, they soo be- 
gan to persecute one another—though wise in many 
things, they hung Quakers, and persecuted Baptists— 
though pious, they erred in the discerning of spirits and 
the hanging of witches. 

Improvement in religion, then, is called for; and it 
is for the enlightened and liberal to effect it. [n order 
to secure the great object in view, sacrifices must be 
made and tribulations must be experienced.—But, so 
true as there is a God in Israel, those who are most 
active in the work of reform, will reap’the greatest re- 
ward. A discriminating publick will yet see the old 
maxim verified, that honesty is the best policy, and the 
meed of their approbation will yet be awarded to those 
who are most faithful. 


It is not for us to inquire what the world will think 
or say of our conduct; God kaoweth whether or not 
we are sincere and faithful to our consciences. We 
behold an alarming degradation of intellect amongst 
mankind :—we see the people pfostrate before a wrath- 
ful deity :—we see the direful effects of those doubts 
and fears which are necessarily engendered by-thedoc- 
trine of unnecessary torment :-—we behold our prisons 


To conclude: I have ‘attempted to exhibit to you 
some reasons for trusting in the Lordjjesu sChrist; anc 
l-have endeavoured to pourtray.the folly of trusting 
in the creeds of.men. Taking the case of doubting 
Peter for admonition to ourselyes, we should etrive to 
cultivate an acquaintance with God and divine things, 
that we may avoid alike want of faith. 

While we remain in this imperfect state of being, 
we shall be liable to the ordinary ills of life. Our 
friends and kindred will be either taken from us, or 
we from them; and then, if not before, we shall fec! 
the need of confidence.in our Redeemer. 

If, from.a careful consideration of. the love of God, 
we find the desired haven of rest for our souls, hea- 
| ven will be open to our mental vision, and we shall 
| see the glory of the I.ord. When called to endure 
| the trial of your faith, you will leave the frail bark of 
this life without reluctanee, and leaning upon the 
mercy of God, you,will not be afraid nor dismayed, 
but will trust in your unerring guide, and “ fear no 
danger.” 

And, with faith and hope, ‘may the Lord give us 
charity towards all mankind ; that our conduct may be 
a good example to others, and the end of our journey 
crowned with peace, and never-dying love.. 

f AMEN. 








‘ORIGINAL COMMUNOATION. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION, 
Mr. Editor— 


I have intimated the importance of having 
the Convention sustained by every assuciation 
in the state. Unless all the associations can 
be induced to enter into the measure, the 
unton which I contemplate would be incom- 
plete. I now propose to examine the following 
propositions, viz. The friends of the Conven- 
tion should abandon it, for the present, because 
its continuance would excite division. What 
are. the facts in relation to thiscase? A Con- 
vention exists and has an appointment to meet 
next May. Some of the associations are in 
favour of its continuance, others are opposed 
to it. I believe the friends of the Convention 
generally, would be willing to remove the very 
JSoundation, ov which the principal objections 
against it have rested, and no longer require 
a constituent delegation exclusively ministe- 
rial. But suppose: its opposers are fully deter- 
mined to oppose it in any.and every form ;— 
what shall be done? ‘These associations arc 
independent bodies, claiming,the, right of 
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transacting their own business in. their own , whatsoever ye would, that men should do unte 


way. Every one must perceive that it would 
be extremely impolitick, for those*who are in. 
favour of the Convention, to reguire its oppo-. 


j 


you; do ye even so to them.” Those who 
would not suffer an infringement upon their 
own rights, should be careful not to infringe 


sers to come into the measures, even.if they | upon the rights and privileges of others; nor 
possessed the power of enforcing such requi- 


sition. But as they do not possess this power, 
they cannot require any to support the Conven- 
tion ; neither do they expect nor wish any to 
support it, except those who would do it volun- 
tarily, and from a full conviction of its general 
utility. The above is one part of the subject. 
Let us look on the other side. Those associa- 
tions, which are opposed to the Convention, 
claim to be independent bodies Do they 
admit that those associations, which are in 
favour of the Convention are also independent 
bodies? They certainly do None will pre- 
tend to deny this. Have, then, the individuals 
er associations, opposed to the Conventicn, 
any right to reguire i's friends to relinquish it ? 
They have not. Suppose several associations 
should esteem it a duty and privilege to sustain 
the Convention—suppose they should so modi- 
fy its constitutiun as to make it as little objec- 
tionable as possible—suppose they should 
amicably give every association the privilege 
of joming their connexion-—-suppose they 
should also admit that each association bas an 
undoubted right to stand aloof from the Con- 
vention : would the opposers of the Convention 
have any cause of complaint? I cannot per- 
ceive any. Where then would be the cause 
of division ? It would be altogether imaginary. 
lt may still be thought there would be a divi- 
sion, because some would be in favour of the 
Convention, and others might be against, jt 
In Order fully to reply to this supposition, it 
becomes necessary to define the term division. 
It is evident that this word, Jike most, others 
in our language, may be used in more than 
one sense. 1. Division may signify disagree- 
ment, founded on an honest difference of 
opinion, attended. with real affeetion. 2 It 
may ‘mean a disunion, where there- is just 
cause of complaint, accompanied with disaf- 
fection, or loss of friendship. ‘According to 
the latter definition, or something like it, I 
have used the word division, in-this argument. 
Tn no other sense can.it be of any importancé 
to our subject According to my first defini- 
tion, there is, and ought to be much division 
among Universalists; I therefore lose nothing 
in relation to the argument, by admitting, that 
in this sense, the continuance of the Conven- 
tion would excite division. But division of 
this kind would exist without the Convention. 
In a bad sense, or according to my second 
definition, the Convention would not, could 
not excite division. If therefore; any, should 
complain, because others-should see fit to sus- 
tain the Convention ;- they -would :complain 
without any just cause—they would violatethé 
sacred law of our Redeemer, ‘‘ All things 








ought they to complain of others for exercising 
those very rights, which they claim for them- 
selvés. 

The truth is, when mankind possess a strong 
inclination to wrangle, they can always find 
occasion to vent their malignity. Like ancient 
Jonah, they think they ‘ du well to be angry.” 
** A wrathful man stirreth up strife.” ‘The 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out 
water: therefore leave off contention before 
it be meddled with.” ‘Let nothing be done 
through strife or vain glory.”” ‘* Where envy- 
ing and strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work.” 

On the contrary, when the members of 
human society have a distinct perception of 
their.own hearts and their own weaknesses— 
when they» recognize and duly regard the 
rights of their fellow creatures—when they 
cherish a temper modified by the holy influ- 
ence of the gospel of Cirist—when the * love 
of God is shed abroad in their hearts <” instead 
of labouring to remove the mote from a bro- 
ther’s eye, without the least consciousness of 
the envormous beam in their own eye; they 
will. assiduously strive to correct their. own 
faults—they will manifest compassion to the 
ignorant—forbearance to the froward— can- 
dour to every antagonist, and charity to the 
whole human race. 

I bave now nearly completed what I think 
expedient fur me to write at present concern- 
ing the Convention. Circumstances peculiarly 
unfortunate, in relation to the past, render it 
highly necessary for us to leave ** those things 
which are behind, and consider those things 
which are before,” unitedly labouring to re- 
store peace and unity, harmony and brotherly 
lave to the Zion of our God. “ Finally, breth- 
ren, whatsoever things are true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely and of good report, if there be 
any virtue, any praise,”—even though relating 
to the Universalist Convention of the State of 
Nem- York —* think on these things.’ “ And 
the peace of God, which passeth all ander- 
standing, Shall keep your hearts and minds, 
through Christ Jesus.” 

- Yours sincerely, Pirt Morse. 

Watertown, Dec. 20; 1827. 

REE 
“HAVE I COME TO THIS.” 
How. painful must be the reflections of a 


| young man who has enjoyed the privileges of 


soéiety, moral instruction and faithful admoni- 
tion, to find himself arrested in his wicked 
gareer by the arm of justice, and about to re- 
ceive the penalty of the jaw for his transgres- 
sions, while comparing his advantage with his 
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circumstanct's. Indeed he may weil say ‘* have 
I come to this.” 

This is not altogether an imaginary case. It 
so happened that the writer of this was present 
when several convicts arrived at one of our 
State Penitentiaries. Among the number was 
a young man about the aye of 24 years, of good 
appearance, and well dressed On going into 
the prison he involuntary exclaimed * have J 
come tu this ?”"—Alas! 100 late to avoid the 
punishment justly due him-for his crime.— 
What instructions such a scene and such Jan- 
guage are calculated to afford to youth. It 
should teach them to obey the first command- 
ment: to honuor their parents; and in a word 
to remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth. And to a parent who possesses a deep 
interest in the welfare of # son just entering 
upon the scenes of active life: who knows the 
evil propensities of the natural beart and the 
exposedness of youth to the snares of the world, 
a scene like this inust occasion a degree of anx- 
ious solicitude, leston some future day he may 
have occasion to hear from that son the me- 
lancholy reflection —‘* Have I come to this.” 








ADVOCATE AND INVESTIG TOR. 
THE CONCLUSION OF THE YEAR. 

With. this number we close the Fifth Vol- 
ume of the Gospet Apvucate, and end our 
editorial labours for the year. It may there- 
fore be proper to notice, in review, the course 
we have traversed, so that what has been done 
may serve as a beacon to guide us in our 
future labours, or warn us of the dangerous 
shoals and breakers, from which, though per- 
haps narrowly, we have hitherto escaped.— 
Through the blessing of benignant Provi- 
dence, we have continued our work without 
any serious interruptions, and have done our 
best to furnish our numerous readers with a 
variety of useful as well as interesting matter, 
and to serve them with faithfulness and promp- 
titude. How far we have been successful in 
meeting their approbation is for them, not us, 
to determine. But of this we rest assured, 
that we have ENDEAVouRED to subserve the 
great and leading interests of humanity and 
truth. 

It was to be expected that our attempts to 
expose the popular errours of the times in 
which we live, would produce a spirit of hos- 
tility and bitterness on the part of those whose 
interest it is to prevent investigation; and 
that the hostility thus produced would oppose 
us asa common enemy with virulence pro- 
portionate to our faithfulness; and this we 
have in some measure realized; yet it affords 





us pleasure tobe able to inform our brethren, 
that, although the warfare has been conducted 
with more skill and caution, and the opposi- 
tion to liberal principles more systematick and 
determined, it has been less violent and less 
successful than heretofore. We have the satis- 
faction of believing that the cause of Truth 
and liberal principles bas advanced, during the 
past year, with more rapidity and triamphant 
success than in any previous year since the 
first promulgation of our sentiments in Ame- 
rica. In the middle and western sections of 
this state, Truth has marched forward to the 
unspeakable joy of its friends and the astonish- 
ment of its opponents. In the states of Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana, if 
we may form an opinion from an extensive 
correspondence with our brethren in those 
regions, the good and glorious cause (in pro- 
portion to the means used for its extension) 
has been no less prosperous. " 

Owing to circumstances beyond our con- 
trol, contrary to our feelings, and, doubtless 
in opposition to the desires .of our readers, 
our columns for the year past, have, in two 
or three cases, been used in personal con- 
troversy. In opening our paperg to free dis- 
cussions of all matters of opinion, we have 
suffered ourselves and others to animadvert 
upon some things, which have led to uuplea- 
sant consequences. 
we deem it an act of justice to ourselves and 
our patrons, to state explicitly, that Lereafter, 
nothing shall induce us to engage, ourselves, 
or suffer others, in our columns, in any con- 
troversy in which individual feeling or charac- 
ter can be involved. It will ever afford us 
happiness to admit dispassionate investigations 
of sentiments and measures; but an indispen- 
sible requisite in all communications designed 
for this paper, will be an entire exemption 
from any thing personal. ‘This resolution will 
be rigidly adhered to, and no earthly conside- 
ration shall hereafter induce us to depart from 
it. Our friends, therefore, will see a propriety 
in governing themselves accordingly, if they 
wish or expect to use our columns in defence 
of truth. 

On looking over the pages of ‘this volume, 
we have found a number of questions propo- 
sed by a friend in Genesee county, which 
through inadvertency have ‘remained unan- 

: ' 





swered. We had not discovered the omission 
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In closing this volume 
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until too late to give a satisfactory reply in 
this volume, We shall, as soon as time and 
opportunity permit, reply ; but ask the boon 
of charity from our brother for the uninten- 
tional delay. With regard to some other in- 
quiries which, have been made during the 
year, we have only to say, that some reasons 
to us satisfactory have occasioned what might 
be called neglect by those who are unacquaint- 
ed with the arduous duties we have had to 
perform. 

Time, who waits for no man, has gone on 
in, his course and rolled around another year, 
leaving it for us to regret, that it has not been 
in our power to be more useful in dissemina- 
ting truth. But the record of our editurial 
I; ours is made, and if, paradventure, a me- 
morial of our doings shall be passed down to 
posterity, we leave it, then to be determined, 
whether we have misjudged of our duty and 
of what the condition of our fellow beings 
requires. 

When the aged brother who formerly con- 
ducted this paper committed the management 
of it to our care, we received from his expe- 
rienced lips the admonitory warning to guard 
with one hand against the encroachments of 
our religious opponents; and with the other 
to expose any attempts of oar friends to intro- 
duce amongst Universalists the unhallowed 

georruptions of the world. We have often, 
while beholding the conduct of our brethren, 
considered the caution as the voice of wisdom, 
aud have endeavoured to be guided by it.— 
And such is the impression it has roade upon 
our mind, that we dare not encourage our 
readers to hope that we shall be any less vigi- 
lant in guarding the ark of Christian liberty 
from the misdirected zeal of our dearest 
friends, than in checking the progress of that 
errour of opinion which threatens to annihi- 
late the fondest hopes of \merican Christians. 

In relation therefore, to our future course, 
we will only add, that we shall endeavour to 
subserve the best interests of the cause of 
truth, our country, and our fellow beings. We 
shall.be found, if not among the most able, 
among the mast faithful advocates of Christia- 
nity in its purity. We shall continue to oppose, 
with a faithful hand, the craft and hypocrisy 
of a proud and ungodly world ; and to defend 
the civil and religious rights of our fellow men. 

Satisfied that every cent saved to our friends 





and patrons would encourage them in extend- 
ing their patronage, and having counselled 
with some of our most experienced brethren 
on the subject, we have concluded to issue 
our paper hereafter but once in two weeks on 
a full sheet instead of once a week on a half 
sheet, as heretofore. This arrangement will 
afford our patrons the same quantity of matter 
iv the year, which will be equally interesting, 
and they will save one half of the postage 
heretofore paid, inasmuch as a whole sheet is 
chargeable with no more postage than a half 
sheet. [In addition to this, (though rather 
more expensive to us,) we shall be enabled to 
publish a Discourse in each number, either 
selected, or original, entire, together with the 
usual quantity of miscellaneous matter. In- 
deed it will erab!e us to give our readers a 
greater variety in each number, and at the 
same time a valuable discourse on some im- 
portant subject. 
our best endeavours to furnish an interesting 
series of Sermons, which alone would make a 
valuable volume for present and future usc. 
The Sermons alone, being twenty-six in num- 
ber, would cost, at the common price, single, 
not less than three dollars, when for half that 
price we shall furnish that number, together 
with a rich variety of other reading. 

The paper heretofore used for the Advocate 
has been of a quality far inferiour to that we 
expected to obtain for the work. The difficulty 
is now obviated, and we have engaged a sup- 
ply for the next Vol. suitable for the purpose. 
The typography of vol. 6. will be superiour 
to any of its predecessors. 

With this relation of the past and prospects 
of. the future, we close the labours of the year, 
and humbly solicit a continuance of the pub- 
lick approbation and the encouragement to 
which our exertions may entitle us. Wishing 
our patrons the joy and peace of believing, 
and in the confident expectation of their final 
emancipation from every sorrow, we submit to 
their gdecision, as to the portion of favour 
to be allotted us in time, and to God in all 


things relating to eternity. Enrror. 
Rae a wer res 

Since the above was in type, we have received assu- 
rances from some ef our most gifted brethren in the 
ministry, that they will contribute a good proportion 
of Sermons for the ensuing volume of the Gospel 
Advocate. Our patrons may therefore rely upon hav- 
ing one ORIGINAL sermon in each number, It will be 


We pledge ourselves to do 
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‘eurcare to sec that the subjects shall be suchas will be ; 


likely to interest and instruct our readers; and at the 
same time we s'iall endeavour to furnish a pleasing 
varicty, embracing expositions of the most difficult 
passages of scripture. We doubt not that the plan we 
have adopted of issuing our paper every other week 
01 &@ WHOLE SHEET, Will meet with general approba- 
tion; and although it subjects us to some little extra 
expense and trouble, arising from the inconvenience of 
each number requiring the use of double the usual 
quantity of type, yetthe amount it will save our pat- 
rons will amply repay us.* The encouragement thus 
far received, is satisfactory, ad we think warrants us 
in making our calculations to add considerably to the 
number of copies for the ensuing year. We hope our 
brethren will bear in mind that we are yet etruggling 
against a powerful, well organized, and well disciplin- 
ed opposition, and that nothing but a cordial co-ope- 
ration of Universalists can enable us to succeed. True, 
we have been successful thus far—but there is much 
that remains to be done, 

iPThe first number of vol. 6, will be printed during 
the first week of next month, and will be forwarded 
to our present subscribers. HM there should be any 
among them who do not wish to continue taking it, they 
are respectfully requested to see that the number for- 
warded is carofally enclosed in a wrapper and return- 
ed. Care in all cases should be takeu to preserve the 
paper ffom injury, a the loss of one number, to us, is 
the same as to lose the whole volume. Post-Masters 
will do us an essential service, by giving us early no- 


tice of any neglect on the part of subscribers to take | 


their papers from the office, and by forwarding to us 
such papers as may be refused, without injury. 
EDU ws 
RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
The Editor of the above paper has taken it upon 
himself tocorrect us in a statement we made a short 





time since, in which we gave him to understand that 
according to the ferms of his paper he erred in saying 
it would be “ the least expensive of the sort in the 
Union, by about half.” We then politely requested 
him to “correct his mistake ;” but instead of a com- 
pliance he undertakes in his last number to institute 
a comparison between the Advocate and Inquirer, and 
1n figuring upon the matter has erred more egregious- 
ly than before. True, Br. Canfield has the advantage 
of us in being a“ practical printer,” and withal more 
experienced in matters of thie sort than ourself, but 
as ithappens we employ a “ practical] printer,” from 
whom we have obtained the following statement :— 
The Gospel Advocate is calculated to contain five 
pages of Long Primer, and three do. Brevier, in 
each weekly number. ‘There are 64 lines of 19 ems 
in each column, making for each page of Lung Pri- 





* Admitting that our patronage should not be much 
angmented the ensuing year, the proposed arrange- 
ment would save to our subscribers between Seven 
and Eight hundred dollars in postage alone. This 
fact, together with the contemplated improvement in 
the appearance and matter, warrants the belief that 
the change will meet with uniycrsal approbation, 


| 


mer 2432 ems. The three pages in Brevier, would 
he the sume adding 608 ems to each page; making 
each number of 8 pages to contain 23,034 ems.— 
This quantity is spread over a sheet one third larger 
than the Inquiref, which is justly considered far pre- 
ferable to the same’ quantity of reading on a smaller 
sheet, especially for the use of elderly people. Each 
number of the Inquirer is calculated to contain 18,206 
ems, which is less than is contained in the Advocate 
by 4834 ems each Week, and in thé year it’ would 
amount to 251,368 ems Jess than the Advocate. In 
addition tothis, we give our subscribers a Title-page 
and Index on an extra sheet, which has not been done 
by the editor of the Inquirer, and will aot be, we 
conclude, as he has furnished his Title-page in the 
first number of his current volume. This calculation 
makes 4 vols. of the Advocate to contain about the 
same reading as 5 vols. of the Inquirer, beside the 
matter being furnished on a larger type. Our terms 
are $1 50 cents in advance, and we give every sixth 
copy gratis, and 7 per cent. on all moneys collected by 
agents. 

With this statement of facts we take the liberty to 
express our warmest desires for the prosperity of the 
Inquirer, and pray that the richest blessings of hea- 
ven muy be enjoyed by Br, Canfield. Weshall ever 
be réady to extend to our brother editors that kind- 
ness and courtesy which they will reciprocate; and 
will strive to make our little sheet not only interest- 
ing to our readers but useful in disseminating the 
Truth. 

>The Editor of the Christian Intelligencer, who 
has also modestly noticed our former remark, is re- 
spectfully infurmed that ¢ his paper is cheaper’ than 
any other in the Union, he and Br. Canfield can ‘settle 
the matter bet ween themselves, as we have never pre- 
r tended that ours was the cheapes! in the world, but 
only that the [oquirer was not “the least expensive 
by about one half.” We greatly marvel that Br. 
Drew haslaid the blame at our door. Ep. 

ee re 





0>Br. Drew, of the “ Christian Intelligencer,” is 
respectfully informed that he will find an explicit 
avowal of the sentiments of O. A. Brownson in ‘the 
articles over the signature of PHILANTHROPos, ex- 
tracted into the Intelligencer from the Utica Magazine. 
If farther information is desired, we are authorized to 
say that Br. B. would not have the * institutions of 
Christianity, as such, overturned,” nor would he re- 
ject the divine law contained im the holy scriptures; as 
he verily believes that both the law. of God, and the 
institutions of Christianity are ‘perfectly consistent 
with the “ law of reason,” the “ religion of justice,” 
and the “ morality of humanity in all its forms,” 

‘Eprror. 
Stained 

Erata. tn the series of Essays by Br. O. A, 

Browuson, the following errours occurred :—In Essay 








No, 1. page 361, right hand column, 11th line from the 


| bottom, for rises read dives : No. 3. page 385, left hand 
| column, 6th line from the bottom, for rice, read lice : 
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righth hand column, 8th line from the top, for forms, 
read form: Page 386, left hand column, 26th line from 
the top, for Devstical, read ditheistical: No. 4. page 
394, left hand column, 24th line from the top, for courts, 
read coasts: 25th line from the top, for direful, read 
direr. " Ep. 
=e a Stade 
WIsGRLLANY, 
[From the Religious Inquirer. ] 
Suppression or Invemperance.—T here 
has. been we understand within a few days 
past a man in this vicinity by the name of Ed- 
wards—Rev. Justin Edwards, we believe from 
Andover, (Mass.) thesame that figured pretty 
Jargely in Dr. Beecher’s late New Labanon 
Convention that was got up for the regulation 
of revivals, &&¢.—soliciting money to fill the 
treasury of a ‘*Society for the suppression of 
“intemperance,” [drunkenness, | the head quar- 
ters of which are in ornear Boston. Now no 
one can be more in favour of any thing that can 
serve to put @ stop to drunkenness than we 
are: but we like to have our fellow citizens 
act understandingly upon ‘every subject, and 
“therefore deem it aduty to state what we un- 
derstand to be facts in relation to the charac 
ter and design of this Society. 

Already the reader has probably cast in his 
mind for a reason why this society should want 
money tmorder that they may suppress drun- 
kenness. How is money to secure this desi- 
rable object ; Are young men to be hired not 
to drink ardent spirits? No. Are drunkards 
to be hired to leave off drinking? No. Are 
retailers to be hired not to'sell rum, &c. No. 
What then is to be done with the money? 
Why $200,000 are wanted asa sort of * mis- 
sionary pap,” to hire and support as many worn 
out or rejected orthodox ministers as can be 
obtained for that amount (and there are enough 
who crave the ‘‘pap’’) to go out into various 
parts of the count: y and preach against intem- 
perance, and in favour of orthodoxy—to getup 
as many new societies as possible, and obtain 
a call for the wished for settlement. The idea 
of suppressing intemperance we believe is a 
cloak to conceal sectarian purposes. Itis true 
money will be taken very graciously from any 
person, be he orthodox or heretick, but let it be 
rememberei no one has aright to say how that 
money shall be expended, ot what ministers 1 
shall go to support, but such as are orthodox in 
their faith. The Society was hatched in Park 
street Church, and this fact is enough to con- 
vince any one that there can be no liberality in 
it. If a Unitarian or a Universalist gives mo- 
ney to Mr E. will he be admitted as a member 
of the Society and to vote in its concerns? Oh, 
no! He may give his money, but the orthodox 
must enjoy all the benefits of it. ioe 

There are agreat many calvinistick ministers 
now in the country who are generally paid for 
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their labours by their parishes :—What iftthey | 
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should be disposed once in a while to preach 
against intemperance ?—Wonld_ it not doas 
much good as it would to employ a few others, 
unprovided for, to do what belongs to every 
minister of the gospel? Why this would not 
get up revivals—it would not make new prose- 
lytes or add new societies to the cause of or- 
thodoxy. Alas! how much deception is prac- 
tised in the world under the garbof a preten- 
ded concern for the welfare of others. 


The amount paid to Lord Byron by Murray for 
the manuscripts of his works, includin all his pro- 
ductions of note, is stated at $74,220. 


All newspaper publications in England, intended to 
be transmitted by post, must be deposited in the post 
office before the expiration of the seventh day after the 
publication, or they are subject to single postage. 

It is stated that Mr. Murray of London, has given 
Mr. Washington Irving 3009/. for his “ Life of Colum- 
bus,” which isto be published the present season in 
four octavo volumes, 


Wm. B. Giles has been re-elected Governor of the 
state of Virginia for one year. 

















— « Poetic’ Department. 








TOTHE MEMORY OF A PRIEND & RELATIVE 
BY MRS. REMANS, 


“ Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” 


We miss thy voice while early flowers are blowing, 
And the first flush of blossoms clothes each bough 

And the spring sunshine round our home is’glowing, 
Soft as thy smile—thou shouldst be with us now ! 


Yet wert thou blest e’en here—oh! ever blest 
In thine own sunny thoughts and tranquil faith ; 
The silent joy that still o’erflowed thy breast, 
Needed but guarding from all change, by death, 


So is it sealed to peace !—on thy clear brow, 
Never was care one fleeting shade to cast, 
And thy calm days in brightness were to flow, 

Aholy stream untroubled to the last! 


Farewell! thy life hath left surviving love 

A wreath of records and sweet “ feelings gives,” 
From sorrow’s heart the faintness to remove, 

By whispers breathing, less of earththan heaven. 


Thus rests thy spirit still on those with whom 
Thy steps the path of joyous duty trod, 
Bidding them make an altar of thy tomb, 
Where chastened thought may offer praise to Gods 
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